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Most of the cases presented here are of civilians who lost their lives or were forcibly 
disappeared as a result of violations of international humanitarian law. However, the 
Kosovo Memory Book, 1998, is not a list of war crimes victims or even of victims in a 
strictly le gal sen se. Rat her it is a com ple te list of all tho se who we re kil led or we re  for cibly 
di sap pe a red. As such, it in clu des both ci vi lian and mi li tary ca su al ti es. Our task was not 
to de fi ne the ir le gal sta tus (as com ba tants or ci vi li ans), nor to esta blish a le gal de fi ni tion 
of the acts that led to the ir de aths. That sho uld be the re spon si bi lity of the co urts and of 
ex pert gro ups who se task is to exa mi ne the le gal sta tus of the per sons who died or we re 
for cibly di sap pe a red du ring the ar med con flicts, or in con nec tion with them. 

Whi le at temp ting to esta blish the sca le of hu man ca su al ti es among the Al ba ni ans, we en
co un te red a se ri o us diffi  culty in con fir ming KLA ca su al ti es. Whi le chec king the da ta and 
com pa ring the fi gu res gat he red in 1998 and up da ted over fi ve years la ter, we di sco ve red 
that the new, up da ted fi gu res con si de rably in cre a sed the num ber of KLA sol di ers who had 
lost the ir li ves or had been  for cibly di sap pe a red in 1998. This di scre pancy re sul ted in a 
cor re spon dingly sig ni fi cant drop in the num ber of ci vi lian vic tims. Ha ving ob ta i ned the 
new da ta (such as, for in stan ce, the be la ted dec la ra tion that cer tain per sons who had died 
or had been  for cibly di sap pe a red we re fal len com ba tants; the cer ti fi ca tion by the KLA 
Ve te rans’ As so ci a tion that an in di vi dual had been a mem ber of the KLA; wel fa re be ne fits 
is sued to the fa mi li es of dead ve te rans; as well as the chan ges to sta te ments ma de by fa mily 
mem bers on the sta tus of the ir re la ti ves who had died or disappeared), we were obliged to 
reclassify approximately 10% of the original number of re gi ste red ci vi lian vic tims as mem
bers of the KLA. Eff orts to esta blish the num bers of the Ser bian for ces, of the KLA, and 
of the ci vi li ans who died as com ba tants pre sen ted us with a new di lem ma. Among the Al
ba nian ca su al ti es, we iden ti fied a con si de ra ble num ber of ci vi li ans who jo i ned the KLA to 
de fend the ir vil la ge or to pro tect fle e ing re fu ge es, but who la ter, as soon as the Serb for ces 
had wit hdrawn, re tur ned to the ir daily li ves, only to be kil led as KLA com ba tants du ring 
a fresh at tack on the ir vil la ge. To the ir fa mi li es they are sol di ers: the ir mo nu ments de pict 
them in mi li tary uni form and the lo cal co mu nity ho no urs them as com ba tants and de fen
ders of Ko so vo. We ac cep ted this po int of vi ew, alt ho ugh ac cor ding to the le gal ar gu ments, 
ci vi li ans who ta ke part in the de fen ce of the ir vil la ge re tain the ir ci vi lian sta tus.

In the ca se of Serb for ces, we re gi ste red se ve ral in stan ces of ca su al ti es ascri bed by the 
MUP or the VJ to the KLA, whe re as the HLC ma na ged to ascer tain that the de ath was 
ac ci den tal, or had oc cur red in a way which ex clu ded re spon si bi lity by the op po sing si de. 
A con si de ra ble num ber of Serb ci vi li ans al so died in com bat whi le de fen ding the ir ho mes 
and vil la ges from KLA at tacks. The ir fa mi li es, ho we ver, spe ak of them as ci vi li ans. The re 
is no evi den ce that any of them we re sub se qu ently dec la red com ba tants.

The se ten den ci es re qu i re de ta i led de ba te and analysis from the le gal and so ci o lo gi cal 
aspects, as only in this way can the pro blem of the le gal sta tus of the per sons who lost 
the ir li ves or we re  for cibly di sap pe a red be re sol ved.

It is our task to pro vi de the fa mi li es, the pu blic, re se ar chers, ex perts and fu tu re ge ne ra


