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This is the first vo lu me of The Ko so vo Me mory Bo ok, 1998. It lists the na me and sur na me 
of each per son kil led du ring the Ko so vo con flict be ca u se of his or her na ti o na lity: the 
men, wo men, and chil dren, the sick, the old, and the hel pless. It is to the ir me mory that 
the Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter (HLC) and the Hu ma ni ta rian Law Cen ter Ko so vo (HLC 
Ko so vo) de di ca te this bo ok. The Ko so vo Me mory Bo ok, 1998 is the mo nu ment on which 
we ha ve in scri bed the na mes of all tho se who, du ring the war, lost the ir li ves or di sap pe a
red by for ce1 in the pe riod bet we en 1 Ja nu ary and 31 De cem ber 1998. By the end of 2012, 
we will ha ve pu blis hed fi ve mo re vo lu mes of the Ko so vo Me mory Bo ok. They will com me
mo ra te all tho se who lost the ir li ves or di sap pe a red du ring the ar med con flict of Ja nu ary 
to Ju ne 1999, and in the pe riod bet we en the end of Ju ne 1999 and the end of De cem ber 
2000. The analysis of the exi sting do cu ments has ma de cle ar that, pri or to 2001, the num
ber of mur ders and for ced di sap pe a ran ces of Serbs, Ro ma, and Al ba ni ans in con nec tion 
with the ar med con flict was sig ni fi cantly hig her than in the pe riod af ter 2000. This is why 
31 De cem ber 2000 has been ma de a cutoff da te in the bo ok. We sho uld not, ho we ver, 
for get the mur ders of Serbs and Al ba ni ans du ring the et hnic vi o len ce of March 2004.

There were some suggestions that we should separate civilian victims from military 
casualties. We have not done so, because this would have meant reducing or eliminating  
the circumstances and the context in which a civilian, soldier, or police officer disappeared 
or lost his or her life. We also took note of wellintentioned warnings concerning our 
current political reality: that Al ba nian and Ser bian fa mi li es who se mem bers lost the ir li
ves or suff e red for ced di sap pe a ran ce still per ce i ve one anot her as be lon ging to enemy si
des, and that it might ha ve been wi ser to ma ke two bo oks, one for the Al ba ni ans, anot her 
for the Serbs and  ot hers. However, we have decided to adhere to our own belief, which 
perhaps runs contrary to those which are currently widespread: namely, that stating the 
facts will eventually help to bring about a climate of solidarity and fellowfeeling among all 
victims of the war, and to over co me the se sen ti ments of en mity, par ti cu larly bet we en the 
fa mi li es of the vic tims of war cri mes, wha te ver the ir et hni city or re li gi o us be li efs.

1 The term “for ced di sap pe a ran ce” has been ta ken from the Draft Sta tu te of RE COM (Re gi o nal Com mis sion 
for Esta blis hing the Facts abo ut the War Cri mes and ot her Gross Vi o la ti ons of Hu man Rights Com mit ted 
on the Ter ri tory of the For mer Yugo sla via), ac cor ding to which the “mis sing per son” ca te gory may in clu de 
per sons who had been di sap pe a red by the for ces that fo ught the offi  cial ones (i.e.  for ma ti ons that did not 
re pre sent any offi  cial go vern ment, nor  act on be half of the sta te).

In tro duc tion


