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ve in the French Foreign Legion. He also 
fought for the Croatian and BiH armies 
in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
respectively. He joined the KLA in March 
1998. 

Bedri Shala had joined the National 
Movement for Kosovo Liberation in 1984. 
Because of his activism within this move­
ment, Shala family members were brought 
in by Serb police. Bedri’s brother Shaban 
was sentenced to seven years’ imprison­
ment for sedition. Bedri was among the 
organisers of the 31 January 1990 demon­
stration in Gllogoc/Glogovac. After that, 
he went to Denmark and then to Norway. 
On 6 March 1998, he returned to Kosovo 
via Albania and immediately joined the 
KLA. He was assigned command of the 
KLA local headquarters in Gllogjan/Glo­
đane, and later appointed commander in 
charge of the training of recruits and ac­
quisition of weapons from Albania in the 
Dukagjin/Dukađini zone. 

Permet Vula and Elton Zherka joined 
the KLA on 18 April 1998. 

All four men were engaged in the de­
fence of Junik from 28 July 1998. During 
fighting with Serb forces on 10 August 
1998, Bedri Shala was injured. Bekim, El­
ton, Permet and Stilian Hoda were shot 
as they rushed to his aid. Bekim, Permet 
and Elton died on the spot, and Stilian was 
wounded. Bedri, Bekim, Permet and Elton 
were first buried in Junik. To honour Bedri 
Shala, the KLA named its 134th Brigade 
after him. After the war, the Berisha fa­
mily transferred Bedri’s remains to the Ce­
metery of Fallen Combatants in the villa- 
ge of Polac/Poljance. Permet’s and Elton’s 
mortal remains were transferred to the Ce­
metery for Fallen Combatants in Gjakovë/
Đakovica. Bekim’s body was transferred 
to the Shkozë/Milanović village cemetery. 
He was posthumously promoted to Major-
General. 
Sources: J. Martinsen, List.., HLC-26092; H. 
Hasani, Dëshmorët.., HLC-25596; SHFDUÇK, 
Feniksët... 2, 87-90, 94-96; KMDLNJ, Buletini, 
no. 9, tetor-dhjetor 1998, 212, 213, HLC-23857; 
SHFDUÇK, Feniksët... 6, 85-87. 

Gjyke (Ramë Idrizaj) Hajdaraj
(born 1918, Albanian woman from Shaptej/
Šaptelj, Deçan/Dečani municipality, three 
children)

Serb forces started shelling Shaptej/Šap­
telj on 8 August 1998. The shelling went 
on for several days. Gjyke was at home at 
the time with her son Asllan; other family 
members had left the village the day befo­
re. On 10 August 1998, a shell hit the se­
cond floor of the house. Gjyke, who was in 
the yard at that moment, was killed on the 
spot and Asllan was wounded. Later that 
day, Asllan buried his mother in a lime pit 
in the yard. In the spring of 2001, the Haj­
darajs transferred Gjyke’s mortal remains 
to the village cemetery. 
Sources: statement of A.H, HLC-19251; SMIP, 
Teroristički... III, 913. 

Jusuf (Skënder) Kelmendi
(born 4/12/1975, Albanian from Pejë/Peć, wor­
ker, member of KLA)

Jusuf worked at the Dukađini printing ho­
use in Pejë/Peć. He joined the KLA on 5 
June 1998. He was deployed with the Ti­
gri (Tiger) Unit operating in Gllogjan/Glo­
đane. He died on 10 August 1998, fighting 
Serb forces in Shaptej/Šapetelj. His fellow 
fighters buried him at the Irzniq/Rznić ce­
metery. After the war, Jusuf ’s mortal rema­
ins were transferred to the Cemetery for 
Fallen Combatants in Pejë/Peć. 
Sources: J. Martinsen, List.., HLC-26092; H. 
Hasani, Dëshmorët.., HLC-25596.

Yll (Avdullah) Morina 
(born 11/08/1972, Albanian from Gjakovë/
Đakovica, educationalist, two children, 
member of KLA)

Yll studied at the Teacher Training College 
in Gjakovë/Đakovica. During the 1990s 
he fled abroad. Yll joined the KLA on 
12 April 1998 and  was soon appointed 
commander of a unit. On 10 August 1998, 
he was severely injured fighting Serb forces 
in Gramaçel/Gramočelj. His comrades 
transported him to the KLA field hospital 
in Irzniq/Rznić. From there, through the 
mediation of the ICRC, he was transferred 


