were buried on 1 March 1998 in Prekaz i
Poshtém/Donje Prekaze. After the war,
in June 2001, the Gashis transferred their
bodies to the cemetery in Llaushé/Lausa.

Sources: statement of X.G, HLC-32799;
statement of S.G, HLC-13452; Pod Lupom:
Kosovo-ljudska prava u vreme oruzanih sukoba,
Bulletin no 26, HLC, Belgrade, May 1998, HLC-
20114; KMC AFRY, Persons died.., HLC-10832;
KMDLNY], Buletini, no 6, janar-mars 1998, 60,
HLC-23807.

Avdi (Hagji) Baliu

(born 19/04/1938, Albanian from Turigec/
Turic¢evac, Skénderaj/Srbica municipality,
construction worker, five children)

A strong force of Serbs moved into Turi-
qec/Turicevac on 5 March 1998. Avdi’s
family had already left their home, leaving
Avdi behind. Avdi was confident that no-
thing could happen to him, because he was
nearly paralysed from a traffic accident he
had suffered before the war. Avdi’s cou-
sin Azem saw from his yard three soldiers
leaving their group and breaking into
Avdi’s house [Turiqec/Turi¢evac]. Several
minutes later, gunshots rang out in Avdi’s
house, after which the soldiers headed for
the junction of the roads leading to Skén-
deraj/Srbica and Kliné/Klina. Azem hurri-
ed to Avdi’s house, where he found Avdi
lying dead on a bed, with gunshot wounds
all over his body. Azem was too afraid to
bury him right away, because Serb forces
were still in the village, so he left the body
there. Three days later [8 March 1998],
Azem, his father and a few KLA members
buried Avdi in the cemetery in Kopiliq i
Ulét/Donji Obili¢, a village near the place
where Avdi had lived.

Source: statement of A.B, HLC-17328.

Ali (Rrahman) Smajli

(born July 1942, Albanian from Turiqec/
Turicevac, Skénderaj/Srbica municipality,
farmer, four children)

On the day when Serb forces entered Turiqec/
Turic¢evac [5 March 1998], Ali was at home
with his wife Zahide, father Rrahman, daug-
hter-in-law Mendohije and little grandson
Fatbardh. Three Serb soldiers entered their

Municipality Skénderaj/Srbica

house after Ali had gone to the cowshed to
feed the cattle. After harassing Zahide and
Mendohije, who was with her baby, they fo-
rced them to leave the house. Zahide took
Mendohije and the baby and immediately
fled to the village of Runik/Rudnik. When she
returned home the next day, the only person
she found in the house, which had been dem-
olished and looted, was Rrahman, Ali’s father.
Rrahman told her that the soldiers had taken
Mendohije’s gold jewellery, but that he did
not know what had become of Ali [Turiqec/
Turi¢evac]. Rrahman and Mendohije then
went to the Serb positions at the Burojé/
Bro¢na hill to inquire about Ali’s fate. The-
re they were told to go to the Police Station
in Kliné/Klina. From Kliné/Klina they were
sent to Pejé/Pe¢, where police showed them
photographs of victims, including that of Ali
with a wound to the head. Police then told
them that Ali had been buried at the place
called Dy Lisat/Dva hrasta (Two Oaks) in
the village of Gjurgjevik i Vogél/Mali Durde-
vik [Kliné/Klina municipality]. The Smajlis
decided not to move him from there unt-
il a more opportune time. After the war, in
August 1999, a team of international experts
exhumed Ali’s mortal remains. After being
positively identified, Ali’s mortal remains
were reinterred by his family on 27 June 2001
in the cemetery in Turigec/Turi¢evac.
Sources: statement of Z.S, HLC-17244;
statement of Z.S, HLC-32018; KMDLN],
Buletini, no 9, tetor-dhjetor 1998, 58, HLC-
23857.

Bashkim (Ali) Sadiku

(born 20/05/1977, Albanian from Tus-
hilé/Tusilje, Skénderaj/Srbica municipality,
university student, single, member of KLA)
Bashkim lived with his family in Tushilé/
Tusilje. He was a student and earned his
living as a construction worker. He joined
the ranks of the KLA on 20 December 1997,
as the youngest man in his village unit. On 5
March 1998, Bashkim’s unit was observing
the Serb forces stationed near the village
in the place known as Te tabat [Tushilé/
Tusilje]. At about 18:00h, Bashkim left, in
order to observe more closely by himself.
The next day, Bashkin’s comrades found
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