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Adem (Haxhi) Berisha
(born 1913, Albanian from Poluzhë/Poluža, Ra­
hovec/Orahovac municipality, one child) 

On 4 September 1998, Serb forces first 
shelled Poluzhë/Poluža from Çiflak/Či­
flak and then entered the village. The fa­
mily of the elderly Adem had fled with the 
other villagers, but Adem had remained. 
Two days later, Adem’s son Muharrem re­
turned to the village at night, and found his 
father’s body in the yard. He had been ki- 
lled with a single shot to the head.

On 7 September 1998, under cover of 
night, Muharrem buried his father beside 
the stream near the village school. Adem 
still lies there to this day.
Sources: statement of M.B, HLC-12208; sta­
tement of I.D, HLC-12209; statement of S.D, 
HLC-12210. 

Shani (Muharrem) Hoti
(born 23/11/1954, Albanian from Poluzhë/Po­
luža, Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, farmer, 
six children, member of KLA)

Shani joined the KLA on 12 May 1998, imme- 
diately following an attack by Serbian for­
ces on the neighbouring village of Sarosh/
Saroš. A few days later, he was made com­
mander of a unit in the village. On one floor 
of the Hoti family home, a field hospital was 
set up. At about 18:00h on 4 September 
1998, Shani went to the woods to see how 
his family was. They had escaped with the 
other villagers. He returned to the village 
very quickly, but was killed at about 19:30h 
in Doctor Fadil Bajraktari’s yard [Poluzhë/
Poluža], where Serb police were lying in 
ambush. At about 17:00h the next day, the 
Serb forces withdrew, and the soldiers ca-
rried Shani’s body to the village shop. At 
about 11:00h on 6 September 1998, Shani 
was buried together with Afrim Bajraktari, 
a fellow member of the KLA [see record], at 
the village cemetery.
Sources: statement of M.B, HLC-12208; sta­
tement of I.D, HLC-12209; statement of S.D, 
HLC-12210; statement of L.H, HLC-35281; J. 
Martinsen, List.., HLC-26092; Serb Forces Kill 
at Least 11 Albanians in Two Villages of Raho­
vec Friday, newsletter, KIC, 6.09.1998, HLC-
29552. 

Merdete (Vesel) Morina
(born 1994, Albanian girl from Senoc/Sanovac, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality)

About 200 inhabitants of Senoc/Sanovac 
left the village on 3 September 1998 and 
hid in the woods of Pastasel/Pusto Selo. 
On the morning of 4 September 1998, 
Serb forces discovered them and began 
to close in. Many fled, while Merdete’s 
parents, other families with children and 
the elderly remained. At about 15:00h, a 
group of soldiers approached from the 
Zatriq/ Zatrić village direction and, with- 
out any warning, started to fire at the pe­
ople from close range. At that moment, 
Merdete’s father, Vesel, was holding her 
in his arms. Little Merdete was hit by 
15 bullets and Vesel was wounded. La­
ter that day, the family buried her in the 
woods, with the permission of the Serb 
forces. Three days later, when the Serb 
forces had withdrawn, the family bro­
ught Merdete’s body to the cemetery in 
Senoc/Sanovac.
Source: statement of V.M, HLC-17950. 

Haki (Avdi) Hoti
(born 1933, Albanian from Ratkoc/Ratkovac, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, farmer, ten 
children)

On 4 September 1998, when Serb forces 
were shelling Ratkoc/Ratkovac, Haki was 
struck by a shell on the street near his ho­
me. He was buried on 9 September 1998 at 
the cemetery in Ratkoc/Ratkovac.
Source: statement of B.H, HLC-14558. 

Refki (Mehmet) Spahiu
(born 1/05/1984, Albanian from Drenoc/
Drenovac, Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, 
single)

The residents of Drenoc/Drenovac fled into 
a forest on 3 September 1998, when Serb 
forces went on the offensive against the 
KLA who had established their command in 
that village. Refki’s family headed out of the 
village on a tractor with trailer. They took 
shelter in a forest of the Babovc/Babovac 
neighbourhood [Bratotin] and hid the 
tractor with the trailer behind a large bush. 


