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Municipality Rahovec/Orahovac 

hovec/Orahovac municipality, worked at PKB 
Orvin Plantation)

Anđelko (Nikola) Kostić
(born 8/02/1936, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, farmer, six 
children)

Živko (Anđelko) Kostić
(born 15/05/1976, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, worked at 18. 
novembar) 

Mladen (Nikola) Kostić
(born 22/02/1940, Serb from Reti/Retimlje,  
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, three children)

Nebojša (Mladen) Kostić
(born 12/03/1980, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, secondary 
school student)

Miodrag (Stajko) Kostić
(born 19/09/1960, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, Ra­
hovec/Orahovac municipality, worked at PKB 
Orvin Plantation, two children)

Svetislav (Stajko) Kostić
(born 2/06/1965, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, Ra­
hovec/Orahovac municipality, unemployed)

Srećko (Stanoje) Kostić
(born 29/01/1974, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, Ra­
hovec/Orahovac municipality, chemical techni­
cian, worked at 18. novembar)

Saško (Dragoljub) Kostić
(born 14/01/1976, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, worked at 18. 
novembar)

Todor (Božidar) Kostić
(born 30/07/1965, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, Ra­
hovec/Orahovac municipality, worked in PKB 
Orvin vineyard)

Lazar (Božidar) Kostić
(born 8/03/1972, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, Ra­
hovec/Orahovac municipality, administrative 
offi cer Orahovac Municipal Assembly, one child)

Rajko (Ilija) Nikolić
(born 14/06/1955, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, farmer, four 
children)

Cvetko (Rajko) Nikolić
(born 18/04/1981, Serb from Reti/Retimlje, 
Rahovec/Orahovac municipality, secondary 
school student)

The Kostić and Nikolić families were the 
only Serb families in Reti/Retimlje. They 
all lived on the edge of the village except Vi­
tomir and his wife Živodarka, who lived in 
the centre. In late May, the men began to set 
up a watch in the village, because they heard 
that the Albanians were acquiring weapons. 
In early July 1998, some Albanians shot at 
Rajko, his son Mitar and daughter Kristi­
na, from neighbouring Samadraxhë/Samo­
draža. When Jugoslav Kostić was abducted 
on 10 July 1998 [see record], some villagers 
sent their children away. 

On 17 July 1998, an Albanian lay in wa­
it for Rajko outside his house, but he mana­
ged to get away. Seeing Rajko run, the men 
immediately armed and took up their po­
sitions. After midnight [18 July 1998], the 
KLA opened fire from Opterushë/Opteru­
ša on the Nikolić and Kostić houses. The 
Serbs, 17 males in all, returned fire. Todor 
and Živko were wounded in the exchange 
of fire. At about 04:00h, Živko’s father An­
đelko went out into the yard to see what 
had happened to Živko. He was shot in the 
head and died on the spot. At about 10:00h 
in the morning of 18 July 1998, the KLA 
sent Sreten Simić across from Opterushë/
Opteruša [see record above] with a letter 
informing the Kostić and Nikolić famili­
es that they could go free if they handed 
over their weapons, otherwise they would 
be „torched“. The Serbs accepted the ulti­
matum. The men went to the village centre 
and surrendered. The KLA soldiers dis-
armed them and lined them up by Ismet 
Berisha’s house, opposite Rajko’s. Shortly 
afterwards, they brought along the women 
who had remained indoors. The soldiers 
then searched all the houses and allowed 
Anđelko to be buried. The funeral took pla­
ce at about 15:00h, under the supervision 
of the KLA, and then the Serbs were retur­
ned to the village. Vitomir and Živodarka 
were also brought there from their home. 
The women were told to take their things 
and leave the village, while the men were 
taken in a lorry towards Opterushë/Opte­
ruša, on the pretext that the KLA staff HQ 
had to sign the record for the surrender of 
the weapons. That was the last time the fa­
milies saw Dimitrije, his sons Vekoslav and 


