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Municipality Gjakovë/Đakovica

in July 1998. Be fo re the war, She fqet, Visar, 
Be kim and Ab dul lah li ved out si de Ko so vo 
for so me ti me. Visar returned to Kosovo 
in late May, She fqet and Ab dul lah in Ju ne 
1998, and Be kim in early July. They im me
di a tely jo i ned the KLA. 

On 17 July 1998, aro und 02:00h, Bas h
kim, Adem, Agron, Il mi, Na zmi, Ab dul lah, 
She fqet, Visar, Ni mon, Bekim, Ar ton and 
a lar ge gro up of KLA fig hters cros sed the 
Al ba nian bor der at the spot cal led Rrasa e 
Zogut/Ptičiji Kamen (Birds’ Rock) [Kos ha  
re/Košare]. The ir mis sion was to bring 
we a pons from Al ba nia for the KLA. They 
fell in to an am bush by Serb for ces, who 
ope ned he avy fi re on them, kil ling Bas h 
kim, Adem, Ni mon, Il mi, Na zmi, Visar, 
Agron, Ab dul lah and Ar ton on the spot. 
The ir bo di es re ma i ned at the sce ne. Il mi’s 
si ster, ac com pa nied by a man from Ju
nik, fo und Il mi’s body on 23 August 1998 
and bu ried it the fol lo wing day in Ko tra
diq/Ko tra dić. Af ter the war, on 24 August 
1999, his body was tran sfer red to the Ce
me tery for Fal len Com ba tants in Gllo
gjan/Glo đane. Visar’s body was found in 
December 2001 and, after being identified, 
handed over to his family. He was buried 
in the village of Zakut [Podujevë/Podujevo 
municipality]. Yugo slav Army mem bers 
re tri e ved the ot her bo di es and had them 
bu ried at the ce me tery in Gjakovë/Đa ko
vi ca. Af ter the war, in Sep tem ber 1999, Ar
ton’s, Ni mon’s, Agron’s and Na zmi’s mor tal 
re ma ins we re ex hu med. Ar ton and Na zmi 
we re re bu ried at the Ce me tery for Fal len 
Com ba tants in Orrobërdë/Or no Br do; 
Agron was re bu ried on 18 Sep tem ber 1999 
at the Ce me tery for Fal len Com ba tants in 
Ne groc/Ne gro vce, and Ni mon was bu ried 
on 20 Sep tem ber 1999 at the ce me tery in 
Vrellë/Vre lo. Ab dul lah’s re ma ins we re ex
hu med by his fa mily on 12 August 2000, 
and tran sfer red to the Ce me tery for Fal len 
Com ba tants in Prishtinë/Pri šti na. Be kim’s 
fa mily was in for med on 25 August 2003 
that Be kim’s re ma ins had been di sco ve red 
at the Pejë/Peć Ce me tery. Be kim was re bu
ried the next day at the Ce me tery for Fa
l len Com ba tants in Grabanicë/Gra ba ni ca 
[Klinë/Kli na municipality]. 

Bas hkim’s, Adem’s and She fqet’s bo di es 

ha ve not been fo und to da te. In Ju ne 1999, 
Adem’s fat her Ra ma dan fo und Adem’s 
shoe and swe atsu it with a hu man rib in
si de it, in the fo rest of Gjeravica/Đe ra vi ca, 
ne ar Ju nik. Bas hkim’s di sap pe a ran ce is li
sted on the ICRC list un der BLG804808
01 [the ICRC re mo ved She fqet from its list 
of mis sing per sons in 2008, but his fa mily 
has not re ce i ved his body to da te]. Adem’s 
di sap pe a ran ce has ne ver been re por ted to 
the ICRC. 
So ur ces: sta te ment of R.A, HLC29792; sta
te ment of T.K, HLC31833; sta te ment of N. 
S, HLC11407; sta te ment of R.K, HLC29574; 
sta te ment of H.A, HLC18753; J. Mar tin sen, 
List.., HLC26092; ICRC, Per sons mis sing.., 
HLC9795. 

Abaz (Baj rush) Ho ti
(born 1/04/1945, Al ba nian from Piskotë/Pi skot, 
Gjakovë/Đa ko vi ca mu ni ci pa lity, dri ver, se ven 
chil dren)

Abaz wor ked as a dri ver for the Me ta lik 
fac tory in Gjakovë/Đa ko vi ca. He li ved in 
the vil la ge of Piskotë/Pi skot with his fa
mily. From early July 1998, Abaz and his fa
mily wo uld le a ve ho me every night for fe ar 
of the Serb po li ce, and go to the Çabrat/
Ča brat ne ig hbo ur hood in Gjakovë/Đa ko
vi ca, whe re they stayed over with Ah met 
Ko la’s fa mily. They wo uld re turn ho me 
every mor ning. On 18 July 1998, aro und 
16:00h, Abaz to ok a cow to the pa stu re, so
me 600 me tres away from his ho u se ne ar 
the Ere nik fac tory in Piskotë/Pi skot. Two 
ho urs la ter, his fa mily he ard a shot from 
that di rec tion. Abaz’s wi fe Ru ki je and son 
Baj rush went lo o king for Abaz, but a ne ig
hbo ur, a Mon te ne grin wo man, ur ged them 
to go back, saying that Abaz had been 
killed and it was too dan ge ro us to go the
re. La ter that day, po li ce to ok Abaz’s body 
to the mor gue in the Gjakovë/Đa ko vi ca 
ho spi tal. The fol lo wing day, Baj rush and 
his re la ti ves we re told by po li ce that Abaz 
had at tac ked so me po li ce men, so they had 
been for ced to kill him. Ho we ver, the Mon
te ne grin ne ig hbo ur said that Abaz was ki 
l led by a Serb from the vil la ge [his iden tity 
is known to the HLC]. The Ho tis re co ve red 
Abaz’s body from the mor gue in Gjakovë/


